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I am delighted to welcome you back to the 2017-
2018 school year.  It truly does not feel like our 
Friends Academy until all our students return.  

As we embrace opening day reunion moments – 
in parking lots, around the 
Quad and in classrooms – 
not far from my mind are  
the children who reside in 
the Hurricane Harvey- 
battered areas of Texas, whose 
return to school may be both 
delayed and indefinitely 
challenged by a lack of basic 
services in the wake of cata-
strophic flooding. As we re-

turn to school, we will be giving thought and action 
to the best way we can engage the FA community in 
the relief effort.

Starting this September, we look forward to 
some changes that we want to share with you: from 
new ways to communicate all that is happening at 
Friends, including this publication and our new 
weekly all-school bulletin, Inside FA, to the path-
way – “One Vision.  Every Voice.” – which we will 
use to develop our new Strategic Plan.

Inside this issue, meet our Faculty class of 2018, 
including new teachers in both the Upper and Mid-
dle School; know where and when to drop off and 
pick up your child on the first day of school; and 
read about the Summer of 2017 at Friends, includ-
ing our first-ever three-day Teaching & Learning 
Conference for all faculty.

Finally, welcome to the newly redesigned Among 
Friends, where each month, we will take a deep look 
into a different area of the school, from Athletics to 
Quakerism and everything in between.

Welcome back and I wish you a wonderful start 
to the school year.

Andrea Kelly
Head of School

From the Head
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Upper School
Michael Serif will be joining the 

History department and comes to us 
with fifteen years of teaching experi-

ence in the Valley Stream 
South school district 
where he taught history 
in grades 7-12 and served 
as department head.  
Prior to his work in Valley 
Stream, Mike was Asst. 

Principal at Seaford HS and also spent 
a number of years in the finance field.   
Mike earned a BA in Political Science 
from C.W. Post/Long Island University, 
an MBA from Adelphi University and Ed. 
Admin. diploma from C.W. Post.  

The Science Department welcomes 
Jeffrey Burt and Joan Longo.  

Jeff Burt joins FA from Newton South 
School in Newton, MA where he taught 
Biology and Marine Science.  Before get-
ting into the teaching field, Jeff worked 
for several years as a research technician 

at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and 
Tufts Univ. Jeff earned a BS from the 

University of Maine and 
a MS from the University 
of Massachusetts.  Jeff 
will be taking over the 
US Environmental club 
and working to engage 
our students outside the 

school community by building relation-
ships and creating opportunities with 
local organizations like the Waterfront 
Center.

Joan’s most recent experience was 
teaching Chemistry and Physics at 

Cristo Rey New York High 
School for nine years 
where she also served as 
department head for four 
years.  Joan earned a BS 
in Chemistry from Man-
hattan College and an MS 

in Science Education from Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University.  In addition 

Click Here: Faculty/Staff Directory
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to teaching in the science department, 
Joan who has a passion for running will 
be coaching track in the spring.

The US English Department welcomes 
Alison Fornell and Jozeph Herceg.  

Alison Fornell joins the English De-
partment after teaching at St. George’s 
School in Newport, RI.  Alison earned a 

BA in American Studies 
and English from Amherst 
College and an MA of 
Philosophy from Univer-
sity of Cambridge and 
a second MA from Uni-
versity College, Dublin.  
In addition to teaching 

English in the US, Alison is supporting 
the athletic program by coaching field 
hockey this fall.

Jozeph Herceg joins us after three 
years at Xavier High School in NYC.  
Prior to teaching at Xaxier, Jozeph 

worked for five years for 
Bronx Works as a GED 
and Pre-College instruc-
tor.  Jozeph earned his BA 
degree in English (with 
Honors) from Fordham 
and his MA in English 

Literature from CUNY Brooklyn College.  
Jozeph will be teaching in the US  
English Department and will supervise 
the US newspaper.

Middle School
Joining the Middle School faculty is 

Daniel O’Keefe who will be teaching 
8th grade History.  Dan’s most recent 
experience was in administration at the 

Hawworth School in NJ 
but he also brings admin-
istrative and teaching 
experience from Emerson 
Community School and 
the Woodcliff Lake Public 
Schools.  Daniel earned 
a BA in History from 

Connecticut College and an MA from 
Montclair State University as well as a 
certificate in school administration.  In 
addition to teaching history, Dan will be 
responsible for the MS Yearbook.

Athletics
Jordan Rouff is our newest faculty 

member and coach.  Jordan earned his 
degree in PE and Health 
education from Adelphi 
University.  His back-
ground includes coaching 
multiple sports including 
soccer, track and lacrosse.  
Jordan comes most 
recently from the Roslyn 

school district, but also taught in East 
Meadow where he grew up.  At Friends, 
Jordan will join Coach Marshall Lindner 
in coaching soccer and will also coach 
Varsity Lacrosse and MS basketball.

Click Here: Faculty/Staff Directory
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Part-Time Additions  
& Changes

Emily Pursino - returns to FA  
as Gr. 9 Quakerism teacher

Herb Lape – Part-time in the US 
History dept.

Marge Bevad - Part-time in College 
Office and GSS Facilitator

Linda Lopez in the Business Office - 
Student Accounts

Additional Changes 
in Staffing and Leave 

Replacements
Rosemarie Martens 

– leave replacement for 
Kelly Zolla

Jaclyn Wirth - returns 
full-time in the US Math 
Dept. 

Ruth Lloves – returns 
full-time in WLC as a Spanish teacher 

Bill Rueger – Part-time History 
teacher and Library assistant

Tatine Kimmick – 
Part-time Receptionist/
Mailroom Clerk

Doreen Heyman – 
Receptionist

Jose Zayas – Buildings 
and Grounds

New Babies!
Erin and Kevin Nolan - Welcome, 

Baby Brooks

Weddings!
Julia (Haltermann) Burt and Alex  

        Burt

Mandie (Serif) Haughney and Dan  
        Haughney

Joan Longo, formerly Joan  
 Bachynsky

Click Here: Faculty/Staff Directory
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Student Drop-off and Pick up

General Reminders:

n Drop off at your youngest child’s 
location.

n Please do not speed through lots.
n No idling – turn off your car while 

waiting.
n Please do not drop or pick up  

students outside the Dolan Center.

Lower School:

MORNING
n New! “Drop and Go” – 7:45 to 

8:05 a.m. daily. Pull up to the marked 
areas in the Lower School lot (first lot 
on the right off of Piping Rock Road). 
Faculty will greet your child and assist 
with belongings. After 8:05 a.m., please 

walk your child to the LS Office for a 
late pass.

AFTERNOON
n All students will be dismissed 

to the LS parking lot door, starting 
Monday, Sept. 11th. (For the first 
week, K-2 students can be picked up 
from the classroom.) 

n Dismissal times 
     Grades K-2: 3:10 pm
 Grades 3-5: 3:20 pm

n No afternoon parking spaces? 
Please exit the lot and enter again. 

Do not double-park or block traffic flow.

DROP OFF     PICK UP
EC
LS
MS
US

7:30-7:45am
7:45-8:00am
7:45-8:00am
7:45-8:00am

2:30-2:45pm
3:10-3:20pm
3:30 and later
3:20 and later

Continued on next page
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Student Drop-off and Pick up

Middle School:

MORNING
n Pull all the way up to the left of 

front steps of MS if you are lead car. 
n Leave middle lane open for 

existing traffic. 

AFTERNOON
n Do not come early. Late is great. 
n Dismissal times 
    6th: 3:20 pm
 7th: 3:30 pm
 8th: 3:40 pm

Upper School:

MORNING
n Pull all the way up past front 

steps of Frost Hall if you are lead car. 
n Form a line in the outer lane of 

the circle (closest to Frost Hall). 

AFTERNOON
n Please do not come before 3:20. 

After that time, line up in either the out-
er or inner lanes and stay with your car. 

n Pull all the way up past front 
steps of Frost Hall if you are lead car. 

n Leave the middle lane completely 
open. Do not block Early Childhood 
parking spaces outside Withington 
House.   

DROP OFF     PICK UP
EC
LS
MS
US

7:30-7:45am
7:45-8:00am
7:45-8:00am
7:45-8:00am

2:30-2:45pm
3:10-3:20pm
3:30 and later
3:20 and later
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By Andrea Kelly
head of school

What if 135+ faculty members could work together with a common 
purpose to ensure all classrooms in their school are hubs of student 
engagement characterized by authentic learning experiences,  

multiple opportunities and pathways to gain and demonstrate understanding, 
and where the Quaker mission is alive and present, not just in the Meeting 
House, but in our classrooms?

   Last June, the entire faculty spent 
three days on campus in a com-
munity professional development 
conference centered around teaching 
through hands-on real world work 
driven by an essential question; 

mastery and formative assessment 
practices that prize the acquisition of 
knowledge and mastery of skills over 
time, rather than emphasizing mem-
orization and “one shot” high stakes 

Continued on next page
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Click to Watch Video

What did faculty learn at FA’s first Teaching & Learning Conference? Click to find out.

testing; and connecting Quaker 
tenets to our work in the classroom. 

Highlights of the conference in-
cluded keynote and plenary sessions 
delivered by Dr. Sandy Kleinman and 
Tim Westerberg, top thought lead-
ers in the field, peer-led workshops 
linked to the conference themes, 
and two highly informative student 
panels (grades 5-8 and grades 9-12), 
who convened to speak honestly with 
teachers about the types of classroom 
practices that engage them most and 
help them learn best.  

How does all this translate into the 

student experience at Friends and 
why does it matter?  

I spoke with Upper School Biology 
teachers, Jennifer Newitt and Caro-
lyn Pocius about revisions they’ve 
made to the Biology curriculum as a 
direct outgrowth of the learning at 
the conference.  

It is widely understood that stu-
dents engage more fully and retain 
what they learn when learning is rel-
evant to their lives and grounded in 
the “real world.”  An essential ques-
tion is the driver of the course and 

Continued on next page



https://youtu.be/aybT2IoazTo
https://youtu.be/aybT2IoazTo
https://jaymctighe.com/associates/
http://timwesterberg.com/blog/
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serves as the bridge between units 
and the students’ expanding knowl-
edge base. The essential question?  
How can we use what we learn in 
Biology to be better stewards of the 
earth and better serve the organisms 
that live on it?  

Jen says, “To bring it (the curricu-
lum) into the real world, we con-
nected to Quaker tenets.  I’ve been 
teaching in a Quaker school for 32 
years but didn’t see really how to 
make it apply to science. The Quak-
er belief in “continuing revelation” 
is the scientific method.  We call a 
theory a theory because it is open 
to revision if data changes.  Making 
that connection to that Quaker 

tenet is obvious.” 
One key difference will be the way 

the students are assessed on their 
work and their progress in the class.  
Jen and Carolyn will ask students to 
demonstrate deeper understanding 
and to connect material from one 
unit to the next.  “Many of our assess-
ments were recall, but did not require 
students to synthesize and go deeper,” 
says Jen.   End-of-unit projects will 
tap into these higher-order thinking 
skills.  “We want students to ask not 
just what grade did I get, but how 
well can I demonstrate that I under-
stand this particular content?”  

Continued on next page

Keynote speaker Tim Westerberg leads a Lower School session on different assessment models.
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In their new course, graded quizzes 
will test core knowledge, whereas 
learning activities and labs through-
out the unit will serve as formative 
assessments. 

Carolyn explains, “These labs and 
activities will provide students with 
written feedback on the learning 
standards. Kids will need to be more 
reflective with the feedback they 
receive.  Right now, if we give written 
feedback and a grade, kids will just 
look at the grade.”   

A final capstone project of the 
students’ choosing will cover all the 
bases.   It will require students to turn 
what they have learned into action.  

“We want them to know that they 
can take their knowledge and skills 
and have an impact in their own 
way,” added Carolyn.  Executed well, 
it will serve as the real culmination 
of the students’ work for the year and 
the true test of their ability to apply 
what they have learned.

The teachers are ready to go.  “We 
are really excited for the year.  If we 
didn’t have the conference at the end 
of the year, we would not have come 
to this.  Then we had our retreat on 
Quakerism and that helped us figure 
out the essential questions.  We just 
thought, yes, yes, yes. This just makes 
so much sense!”

Faculty applaud the panel of students in 5th - 12th grade who shared with teachers what it is like 
to be a student at Friends Academy on the final day of the Teaching & Learning Conference.
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Coming Tuesday, Sept. 5th!

What you need to know 
about FA... in one bulletin...
at the start of every week ... 

delivered to your inbox.


