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Introduction

The seventh grade science course begins with a study of the organization of living things.  We will explore the relationship between the structure and function of cells, as well as tissues, organs, and organ systems.  An in-depth study of genetics, and the controversial technologies developed in this area of science, will take the course from the cellular level into the more complex human body.  Several body systems will be examined to view their component parts and how they interact with one another to form a system, in addition to the effects of both proper and improper system function.  As a result, students will not only gain a greater understanding of how their own bodies function, but how the personal choices they make can directly affect their health.


During the course of the year, students will have the opportunity to complete many hands-on investigations, problem solving activities, and creative projects, as well as view videos and CD-ROM applications.  

Texts / Notebooks / Chromebooks

There are no textbooks for this course, so notebooks and chromebooks will be very important resources.  As a result, there will be frequent notebook checks throughout the year.  Students are expected to keep their class materials in an organized manner.  Ideas as to how to accomplish organization of these materials will be discussed in class.
Homework


Students should expect homework occasionally, and are encouraged to review class materials each night, especially when no specific homework assignments are given.  When students are absent from class, it is their responsibility to make up any missed assignments, although missed notes will be provided.  Homework will be posted on the portal daily, and students are expected to make up missed work in a reasonable amount of time.  Homework may NOT be submitted via email without permission.  In keeping with the academic honesty policy, the work that any student brings to class should be his or her own, irrespective of whether it is being collected or graded.
Grades


Many assignments will not be graded, however, feedback will be given on all work that has been submitted.  Assignments, projects, and assessments that are graded will be determined by a point system.  Students will be allowed to re-do graded assignments to improve their scores by following specific guidelines that will be provided in class.  Students are encouraged to make appointments to review grades/effort in order to make changes where necessary.
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Extra Help


Extra help is available as scheduled throughout the school day, as well as by appointment.  Students are strongly encouraged to attend extra help sessions during the school day prior to making appointments for other times.  
Keys to Success 
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Keep your class materials organized

· Review notes nightly

· Study regularly…do not begin the night before a test
· Ask for help

· Use a variety of study techniques






· Trust yourself

· Be thorough and thoughtful on all assignments

· Listen to your classmates


